
Your Brush with Nature 
Seasons 1-4 Summaries 
 
Season 1: 
The idea for a series started when Heiner Hertling saw numerous painting shows on TV, and 
decided to create his own, with improvements. He wanted to film Your Brush with Nature 
outdoors, on location and through spring, summer, fall and winter seasons. His academic training 
in fine art, professional experience, calm and often quirky personality proved to be a great 
combination. The show is both entertaining, relaxing, and teaches good landscape painting.   
 
 
101 –Double fall oaks 
Painting fall colors without over stating the bright warm colors is the lesson here. 
 
102 – Fall River 
Reflections on the river are the reverse of what’s above, but in slightly different tones. 
 
103- Winter Bridge 
The lesson is structure and architecture and trying to reflect the winter mood. This will serve as a 
sketch as a studio painting. 
 
104- Market Street  
Watch as Heiner captures the unique architecture of Charleston, South Carolina. 
 
105- Winter Vignette 
Heiner demonstrates that the color of snow is not always white, but can have beautiful colors in 
shadows and highlights. The little birch trunk adds the needed focal point. 
 
106 - Kiawah Island 
Heiner would like you come painting with him at "Kiawah  Island" in South Carolina. Full 
Access Explorers will enjoy this classic episode where Heiner teaches how to plein air paint, 
even when it's raining. He also shows us how to find shapes in the rivers and grasses of the lower 
country, which can be a challenge when you are new to painting Northern America landscapes. 
 
 
107 - Winter Shoreline 
Artist Heiner Hertling takes an interesting custom box of tricks outdoors in the middle of winter 
to paint a shoreline. However he’s not the only one outdoors as kayakers, snowmobile 
 enthusiasts and native wildlife species surround him in front of this unfrozen flowing stream. In 
this episode his custom box helps hold his painting supplies, adjust the angle to minimize the 
falling snow on his painting, and hold the canvas securely. 
 
108 – Old Cemetery 
Don’t make this mistake or you may end up with a whole car filled with spiders. In Charleston, 
South Carolina, Heiner Hertling tells us about a mistake he made resulting in just that as he pays 



his respect in an “Old Cemetery”.  During this episode, Heiner focuses on architecture, still life 
and plein air painting techniques used to help remember the day. 
 
109 – Garden Day Lilies 1 
In the fall the trees are turning bright beautiful colors all over America. However the autumn 
season isn’t the only time of year to find colorful landscapes outdoors. During a warm summer 
day in Milford, Heiner takes us to a day lilies garden to go plein air painting. Along for the 
adventure are several of his plein air painting group buddies. 
 
110 – Kelsey 
Plein air painting doesn’t always have to mean wildlife and landscape painting . It can also mean 
figurative work. In the Your Brush with Nature episode titled “Kelsey” Heiner Hertling 
demonstrates  a plein air painting of ten year old Kelsey in front of a garden pond. When you try 
to paint a scene like this, don’t try to paint both a landscape and a portrait at the same time. 
When you’re outdoors painting, time is always limited. Heiner gives us some important tips and 
shows up how to capture this unique subject matter, in a way that both beginners and veteran 
painters can appreciate. 
 
111 – Day lily Still life 
Often there are so many beautiful vistas outdoors that trying to paint a whole landscape scene 
can be too daunting. It can be much easier to concentrate on a smaller aspect. On a warm 
summer day that’s exactly what Heiner did in episode 111 Day Lily Still Life on Your Brush 
with Nature. When painting a close up of a subject such as a few flowers, it’s best to make your 
background less detailed. The value and color also play an important role in the overall painting. 
Check out the show to learn more. 
 
112 – Marina 
Join Heiner Hertling in episode 112 as he paints at a “Marina”. This was the first time Heiner 
painted boats and a harbor scene on Your Brush with Nature. There are a few important tips that 
he shared during the episode. For instance, he demonstrates how to easily paint  a cove effect to 
create a three dimensional appearance of your painting. The show is a great example of painting 
wonderful skies and rippling lakes.  He also demonstrates how to capture the docks and boats. 
You may be surprised at what he does to his canvas while painting, but can help when you need 
to paint details at a specific angle. So come join us for a nice calm day on the water. 
 
113 – Garden Day Lilies 2 
It’s another hot summer day, but Heiner and his buddies are outdoors creating some plein air 
paintings on Your Brush with Nature. In episode 113 “Garden Day Lilies 2” he paints a colorful 
garden of flowers. The busy scene can be overwhelming. Through his example, Heiner teaches 
us about image composition, where to add the most contrast of your values, and color theory. 
 
 
  



Season 2: 
Season two takes place throughout the Midwest of America. This allowed them to film in all four 
seasons. Heiner paints in settings from warm rural farms to snowy winter scenes. The subtle 
greens in spring time episodes contrast the strong bright colors of fall. 
 
201 – Mountain Stream 
The trip to the Blue Ridge Mountains was a welcome change in topography for artist Heiner 
Hertling. Typically accustomed to the  flatter Michigan landscapes. A steam flowing down the 
mountain caught Heiner’s attention, and he creates a pleasant plein air painting of it. 
 
202 – Pumpkin Patch 
Celebrating the seasons and the harvested crops gave Heiner the inspiration for this episode. 
Painting the orange color shapes was a fun way to represent the pumpkin patch. 
 
203 – Fall Meadow 
Beautiful colors in autumn are not only found in the foliage of the trees, but also in wild flowers 
and weeds on the ground. Heiner shows us how even the simplest scene can lead to a nice little 
painting. 
 
204 – Pumpkin Still life 
Interested in learning some still life techniques? Heiner shows us how he simplifies the outdoor 
still life into a nice vignette. 
 
 
205 – Fence line 
Heiner Hertling takes us to the old park to demonstrate plein air painting of "Fence Line" in EP 
205, now posted for our subscribers. Just in case you didn't notice, last week we added an 
episode from season one EP 105 "Winter Vingette". Don't worry though, you still have plenty of 
time to enjoy them. You can watch all our posted episodes whenever you like. Isn't technology 
cool? 
 
 
206 – Winter Willow 
It's twenty four degrees Fahrenheit outdoors and we’re going plein air painting. While standing 
in the snow, Heiner demonstrates taking a somewhat monochromatic landscape and bringing life 
to the painting. When the weather is harsh, you want to paint as quickly as possible. Henier 
demonstrates how to use a large square brush to block in areas faster, and complete the painting 
with various tools. 
 
207 – Winter path 
It might be more common to find people ice fishing than painting in winter, but Heiner is fishing 
for color instead. In oil painting you don't necessarily always want to paint the background first. 
Learn why it's sometimes important to lay in your foreground colors first, which is especially 
true when working in a winter wonder land. 
 
 



208 – Winter River 
It’s beautiful outside around the Huron River in lower Michigan, especially in the winter. 
However the flowing water, snow, solid and melting ice are all very complex objects. Heiner 
shows us how to break them down into basic shapes and colors we can paint in episode 208 
Winter River on Your Brush with Nature. Other key elements demonstrated to capture the scene 
are using broken color, when to add more details and went not to, and finding your contrasts. 
 
209 – Pioneer Mill 
Heiner Hertling loves traveling across the country. He enjoys seeing the natural beauties of the 
various lands, as well as the unique manmade structures.  Heiner visits the Smokey Mountains in 
Tennessee. Tucked away in the woods was a fascinating log cabin mill run by water rushing 
from the stream down a hollowed out wooden chute. Heiner paints this structure among the lush 
green vegetation and creates a nice plein air painting to remember his adventure. 
 
210 – Horse Barn 
In episode 210 “Horse Barn” of Your Brush with Nature, Heiner Hertling is out on the farm. He 
explains the ideal locations for picking a spot for plein air painting and the real reason he likes to 
wear his good old cowboy hat. You can’t get much more symbolic of a farm than painting a red 
wooden  barn. The barn can speaks volumes in your painting. The trick is to figure out how to 
simplify your scene and what to concentrate on to not only paint the image on the canvas, but 
also paint the idea of the scene in the viewer’s mind. Heiner is a master of doing just that and 
shares his techniques with us. The concepts he show us work great for capturing the classic 
country barn feeling, but will work with any oil painting, especially plein air landscapes. 
 
 
211 – Mountain Vista 
Heiner’s back in the Smokey Mountains National Park by Gatlinburg in Tennessee. Painting 
from the mountain summits you can see why they call it the Smokey Mountains, with clouds and 
mist everywhere. It’s a great location to do a value study. You can easily see and understand how 
to create depth by separating your subjects by distance and varying the values. 
 
212 – Sandhill Crane 
Join Heiner Hertling in the studio on episode 212 of Your Brush with Nature as he paints a study 
of a “Sand Hill Crane”. He stresses the importance of finding references  to paint wildlife and 
what to look for to get the best results. Heiner goes into detail about how to understand the 
proportions of your subject and demonstrates step by step how to design the structure of the bird. 
Often painters tend to concentrate too much on details and feathers during early stages of the 
painting, and once finished end up with a flat image. He shows us how to avoid this common 
pitfall, and how to end up with a painting of an interesting animal that conveys depth along with 
replicating the textures. There is also a bonus segment in the show that deal with how to take a 
an existing image and use it as a stencil. This way you can quickly add the basic shape of the 
animal to a landscape painting without having to worry about messing up the overall shape of the 
animal in your final painting. 
 
 
 



 
213 – Chicken Coop 
Join Heiner Hertling for a taste of late summer on the farm. This time it’s the taste of chicken. 
There’s also some interesting architecture. He’ll paint both the sun lit and shadow sides of the 
structure. When dealing when scenes with the light hitting your subjects differently, the order of 
what you paint is important. To further complicate this, we also have overlapping subjects, such 
as the white fence. Heiner takes this scene and makes it look like “a walk in the park” to paint. 
You can tackle scenes with complex lighting like this as well. Heiner even shows us how we can 
use the lighting in an outdoor scene as a design element. 
 
 
 
Season 3: 
Heiner Hertling demonstrates painting techniques at various locales and of different subjects. In 
the summertime he paints a magnificent sunset while manning a vessel. Several wildlife studies 
are done, and are great ways to add excitement to your paintings. He also explains how to 
capture the pallet associated with the different seasons, as he paints on summer sand, winter 
snow, spring grass, and over fall leaves. 
 
 
301 – Lakeside 
Heiner creates distance and depth with staggered elements like bushes and trees. The lakes edge 
leads you into the painting. 
 
302 – Autumn Woods 
Long shadows falling across the wooded landscape are an important element in the composition. 
Fall colors are played up to create interest. 
 
303 – Fall Still Life 
Heiner Hertling explains how different textures and surfaces create interest and a focal point in 
the still life set-up outside in the autumn leaves. 
 
304 – Winter Wagon 
Hope everyone enjoyed the holiday yesterday and this hot weather. For those of you that need to 
cool off a bit, come with me to enjoy the snow in "Winter Wagon". Painting in the snow and 
freezing weather can really be a challenge, but with the right techniques and equipment, it's a lot 
of fun and the paintings turn out great. 
 
305 – Snow Covered path 
Natural elements, like muddy puddles, can be used to lead you into the composition. The flat 
light on a cloud-covered winter day keeps all colors muted. 
 
306 – Glorious Gazebo 
The flowers were in full bloom and Heiner really showed us how to capture the look and feeling 
in his painting. Anyone else wish they could smell the flowers right now? 
 



307 – Spring at the Farm 
Painting architecture can be extremely challenging. Heiner shows use that it doesn't have to be 
all that scary but can actually be loose and fun. He also stresses some common plein air 
techniques like the order of which values to lay in and more. 
 
308 – Swans 

 
  
Want to learn how you can add wildlife to your painting? In Your Brush with Nature episode 
308 “Swans”, Heiner Hertling explains the process and shows us in the comfort of his studio. 
Animals outdoors typically don’t pose long enough to be able to paint them. That’s why Heiner 
brings his digital camera and takes reference photographs to use at a later time. 
The mother swan and her brood swimming gently across the lake was a breath taking experience. 
Heiner stresses how to convey the characteristic movements and appearance of the animals, 
which are important to creating a memorable and lifelike painting. He proves that it doesn’t have 
to be super detailed, but concentrated on the discussed key areas. 
 
309 – Summertime 
It’s “Summertime” on Your Brush with Nature EP309. Heiner Hertling is out by an inland lake 
on a hot  overcast summer day. This is a great lesson on how to simplify a shoreline with boats 
and docks. He emphasizes the sky and the water, which is of course mainly a reflection of the 
sky. When you go plein air painting, you never know what the weather is going to do. Originally 
Heiner wanted to paint thick puffy clouds over the water. Mother Nature decided to do 
something different, but that didn’t stop him from getting the painting he wanted. Heiner uses 
reference photographs of clouds and shows us how to add them into the painting. Preparation and 
timing are key  to a successful plein air painting experience, no matter what you’re dealt. 
 
310 – Fox 
While driving down a snow covered road, Heiner noticed a fox scavenging for food. He quickly 
stopped the vehicle, rolled down the window and took some photographs. Later he painted a 
large studio painting of the fox and a snowy landscape.  Heiner Hertling shows how you can do a 
quick study of the fox, and techniques useful for painting any animal. He also demonstrates 
negative painting. However the main lesson involved is how to quickly yet accurately draw an 
animal and how to paint fur. You may also be surprised by this obvious but often overlooked tool 
to use when laying out the design of your painting. Even though the episode took place in the 
comfort of his old studio and gallery, it’s  still quite an adventure. Also featured in the episode 
are some exclusive video clips of deer and other animals in the snow by New York Times #1 
best-selling author and wildlife photographer Carl R. Sams II, and more. 



 
311 – On The Beach 
Besides the wonderful sandy waterfront, the scene is full of colorful towels, toys, and an 
interesting sailboat. This will be a good lesson in how to portray details and complex objects 
without spending too much time. It’s also interesting to learn how to portray the moving water 
and depth onto the beach. So get out your brushes and plein air painting equipment. Crank up the 
heater and put on some sunblock. Then get out those shorts and come join us for an adventure. 
Just make sure the neighbors don’t catch a glimpse of you through the window, or you may have 
some explaining to do. 
 
312 – Evening Light 

 
You are in for an adventure today. On Your Brush with Nature episode 312 “Evening Light”, 
Heiner takes us out on the water during a sun set. As if plein air painting wasn’t hard enough, he 
decided to capture the beautiful clouds and sky during and directly after a fast changing sun-set. 
To further complicate matters, Captain Hertling is also manning the vessel, steering the boat 
while painting. There are boats, rafts and other elements floating in the current that he must 
avoid. Besides the exciting and stunning imagery, there are also some great design lessons 
discussed.  
 
313 – The Mooring 

 
It’s a beautiful summer day on the lake in episode 313 “The Mooring”. Come join Heiner 
Hertling as he captures the action of the waves, the dock where you tie up all your boats and 
even represents people having fun on a wave runner. He also demonstrates how to paint a blue 
summer sky with puffy clouds. The reflections Heiner paints on you water is another great 
lesson. 
 
 
 



Season 4: 
Your Brush with Nature season four takes you to stunning locations from the Rocky Mountains 
in Wyoming, to snowy rivers with wildlife clinging to the last bits of un-frozen water, to warm 
summer skies sprouting rich green foliage, to the beautiful fall colors and skies of the mid-west. 
New this season, Heiner will showcases artwork from viewers gives them feedback and 
recognition on the show and website. 
 
 
401 – Austrian Pine 
The small stand of pine trees gives Heiner a chance to explain the various different species of 
trees, and how to represent them correctly in a plein air painting. Emphasis on making sure they 
are distinguishable from one another is stressed. The tall trees called for a vertical format. 
 
402 – Finding Color 
Learn how to make muted colors in early spring into a harmonious painting full off life. Also 
learn what to look for when scouting a location to paint. You will be surprised how much nature 
and variety of colors can be found in unlikely locations as demonstrated in this extend length 
episode. 
 
403 – Sunset in a Flash 
The episode starts outdoors painting the masses, capturing the color and major essence of a 
sunset melting into the trees over a tranquil lake. Then Heiner takes us back to his studio to show 
us how to finish the painting using photographs and explaining his approach for touching up 
plein air paintings and finishing them. The results is something you won't want to miss! Heiner 
also teaches us "how to make white whiter than white". 
 
404 – Scaling Plein Air 
You won't want to miss this educational and interesting lessons with Henier Hertling as he 
demonstrates several important techniques such as how to create a halftone value study, scaling a 
plein air painting into a larger painting on canvas, and negative painting. A client really likes the 
plein air painting Heiner has done of an ornate Victorian style bridge at Meadow Brook Hall in 
Michigan. He shows use several ways to create a larger painting on canvas and other ways to use 
the original plien air painting as reference. 
 
405 – Summer Greens 

 
When Heiner Hertling takes a break from his art, he’ll probably be on the green at a golf course. 
Maybe he’s not always on the green, but rather in the weeds looking for his ball. Anyhow, 



Heiner decided to take us along with him to Dunham Hills golf course for a day of plein air 
painting. He proves to us that painting in the summertime when everything appears green doesn’t 
mean you only use one color of paint. This episode is a great lesson for those wanting to improve 
their perception of color and interpreting variations of hues within single objects. 
 
406 – Cloud Control 

 
Henier provides several tips and shows you exactly how to create nice and natural looking puffy 
clouds. This episode is also a great lesson to learn how to covey distance by using increasing 
values. Outdoors in the summer, and especially at the golf course, everything seems to be green 
at first glance. He shows you how to figure out where the color variations are and which ones are 
best to emphasis on your board or canvas to create depth and make an interesting composition. 
 
407 – Rolling Water 
Heiner attends the yearly gathering of artists in Wyoming hosted by the Susan K. Black 
foundation, for a week long workshop. Interesting fellow artist watch and follow along as he 
demonstrates how to paint a beautiful rolling steam, with hazy mountains in the background. 
 
408 – Golden Aspens 

 
It’s fall and the trees are absolutely on fire in Wyoming by the Rocky Mountains. Heiner 
Hertling is there to paint mother nature and her beautiful colors on this brand new high definition 
episode of Your Brush with Nature titled “Golden Aspens”. Also joining Heiner are several very 
large mammals. His fury friends are popping out of the woods, coming down hills up close and 
also in the distance. It’s interesting what they do when a dangerous predatory mammal 
approaches.  Heiner enjoys the wildlife and continues to show us techniques to make our fall 
colors pop just like they appear in person. 
 
409 – Castle Mountain 



 
Traditionally when you think about Western America, you picture the wide open desert covered 
with dust and not much color variation. In our brand new episode “Castle Mountain” Heiner 
Hertling breaks the stereotype and shows us that it’s quite the opposite. Heiner is up in a 
mountain looking down and across the land. Everywhere he looks are dramatically different 
colors and textures. Then way into the distance are some amazing rock formations and 
mountains that could easily fit right into any of the old monster films with castles in the 
mountains. The view from  above looking down is breathtaking, especially during the sun-rise.  
 
 
410 – Red Rock Challenge 
"Red Rock Challenge" 

Heiner Hertling is back with a brand new episode 
of Your Brush with Nature, and this “Red Rock Challenge” may very well be his toughest plein 
air painting to capture in 30 minutes yet. It’s windy, shadows are changing on the subject, 
plus sunlight is blazing on his board and pallet . Even if he didn’t have to deal with the elements, 
the scene is something new and creates difficulties of its own. Linear perspective is one of the 
core techniques he will utilize and demonstrate through-out this episode. 
Heiner starts the painting with a thin turpentine wash of midtones. This way he can establish the 
core of the painting by balancing colors and midtone values, then add the darker and lighter ones. 
This process is also beneficial because your colors are always going to look different depending 
on what’s next to them. By laying out the masses of midtones first, you can be certain of their 
perceptual relationships and know you are on the correct path to achieving the desired mood. 
Then the biggest challenge  is portraying the mountains and jagged rocks. That’s when the detail 
comes into play. Henier shows you several ways to capture the red rocks. Challenge yourself and 
try to paint along. This isn’t going to be easy, but it’s an adventure, and you only get better by 
stretching yourself. 
 
  



411 – Fading Splendor 

A brand new episode of Your Brush with Nature 
titled “Fading Splendor” has just be posted for subscribers. It’s a blustery day in lower Michigan 
towards the end of October. The gloves are on and winter clothes are back. Heiner Hertling 
found a nice scene not too far away from his house to paint. 
There are still some fall color in the trees, though the leaves are quickly blowing away in the 
wind. An old farm building is also fading in color. The washed out crooked boards make for a 
fun design.  If you can’t make a straight line, don’t worry. Here you won’t have to. 
It’s also raining off and on. Still we do have some hope. Pockets of blue sky behind the dark 
clouds show us there is light. Lots of interesting things to paint. Join us for the adventure, and 
see if you can also capture the fading colors, while we still can. 
 
412 – Tracking the Storm 

 
Some of the most interesting plein air paintings arise from capturing that small window of time 
when nature is quickly changing and interacting with the environment. In episode 412 , 
“Tracking the Storm” of Your Brush with Nature, Heiner Hertling is on a mission to find the 
moment when storm clouds and sunlight collide into an esthetically pleasing scene. He’ll also 
have to battle the winds and rain while he paints. It certainly is a challenge, but the final painting 
will be worth the effort, and the experience is something you won’t forget. If you haven’t 
already, become a subscriber today to watch this and all the other episodes of your Brush with 
Nature available. Live vicariously through Heiner’s adventures, or use them to help fuel your 
own desire to get outdoors and paint. Either way you are in store for some exciting explorations 
of the outdoors, and destined to learn about painting and design along the way. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
413 – Winter Magic 

 
Many people dread leaving the house in the winter, but Heiner Hertling “wouldn’t miss it for the 
world!” With a few tips to make the experience move comfortable, Heiner is going to show you 
how to take advantage of the wonderful snow covered landscapes in episode 413 “Winter 
Magic”. He also shares a few techniques that will make the process easier.   
Once out, you may be surprised to learn that you’re not the only one enjoying the weather. While 
Heiner is painting a stream emptying into a river, several swans join him for the adventure. The 
swans play in the water as he shows you how to paint snow, ice, moving water, fallen trees and 
trees still standing. Did we mention it’s snowing out? Painting in the winter is a great exercise, 
because the blankets of snow help simplify your scene and make it easier to see the shapes and 
values around you. 
 


