


Mafia D.N. A .  t a ke s  a n  i n s i d e  l o o k  at  s o m e  of  t h e  wo r l d ’s  m o st  v i o l e nt  a n d  n oto r i o u s  c r i m e  fac t i o n s  o p e rat i n g  t h ro u g h o u t  t h e  wo r l d  to d ay. 

W i t h  o u r  u n pa ra l l e l e d  ac c e s s  to  C I A ,  F B I ,  a n d  ot h e r  fo r m e r  u n d e rc ove r  s p e c i a l  ag e nts ,  we  h e a r  f ro m  t h e  p e o p l e  w h o  we re  d i re c t l y  i nvo l ve d 

o n  t h e  i n s i d e.

Th e  M af i a ,  C a r te l s ,  G a n g s ,  Sy n d i c ate s ,  G a n g ste rs ,  Ra c kete e rs ,  C rews  . . .  O rg a n i ze d  C r i m e  h as  b e e n  a ro u n d  fo reve r,  b u t  w h e re  d i d  t h e s e 

vast  a n d  i nt r i c ate  c r i m i n a l  e m p i re s  c o m e  f ro m?  H ow  d o  t h ey  o p e rate?  H ow  d o  t h ey  evad e  t h e  a u t h o r i t i e s?  H i d e  t h e i r  m o n ey  a n d  m a ke  i l l e g a l 

pay m e nt s?  W h at  te c h n i q u e s  a n d  to o l s  d o  t h ey  u s e?   H ow  d o  t h ey  i m pac t  t h e  wo r l d  to d ay ?  M af i a  D. N . A .  u n c ove rs  w h at  l i fe  i s  l i ke  f ro m  t h e 

i n s i d e  of  t h e s e  o rg a n i zat i o n s  to d ay,  a n d  t h e  exte nt  of  t h e i r  v i o l e nt  g l o ba l  t rad e s . 

H o ste d  a n d /o r  n a r rate d  by  J a m e s  G ag l i a n o,  fo r m e r  u n d e rc ove r  F B I  S p e c i a l  Ag e nt  tas ke d  w i t h  p e n et rat i n g 

t h e  m o st  n oto r i o u s  o rg a n i ze d  c r i m e  fa m i l i e s  i n  A m e r i c a .   N ow  a  g l o ba l l y  re s p e c te d  ex p e r t  o n  c r i m i n a l  j u st i c e, 

c o m p l ex  l aw  e nfo rc e m e nt  a n d  c o u nte r- te r ro r  m atte rs  fo r  C N N .  H i s  ex p e r t i s e  a n d  2 5  ye a rs  of  ex p e r i e n c e  w i l l 

h e l p  pa i nt  a n  i nva l u a b l e  p i c t u re  of  t h e  i n n e r  wo r k i n g s  of  o u r  m af i as .
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EPISODE 1 | MEXICAN DRUG CARTELS: THE STRUGGLE FOR MEXICO’S SOUL 

E xt re m e  v i o l e n c e,  a n d  a n  u n m atc h e d  b l o o d - l u st  i s  c e nt ra l  to  t h e  i d e nt i t y  of  t h e  M ex i c a n  d r u g 
c a r te l s .  Th ey  a re  k n ow n  fo r  c o m m i tt i n g  b e - h e ad i n g s ,  to r t u re,  a n d  i n d i s c r i m i n ate  m u rd e r  as 
m e a n s  to  i m p o s e  fe a r  a m o n g  t h e i r  e n e m i e s .  B e c a u s e  m o st  m e m b e rs  a re  fo r m e r  s p e c i a l  fo rc e s 
o r  fo r m e r  m i l i ta r y  m e m b e rs ,  t h e i r  c o m p ete n c e  w i t h  a n d  ac c e s s  to  f i re a r m s ,  m a ke s  t h e m  a 
d e ad l y  fo rc e  to  b e  re c ko n e d  w i t h .  Th e i r  m o st  p rof i ta b l e  i n d u st r i e s  i n c l u d e  d r u g  t raff i c k i n g , 
s ex  t raff i c k i n g ,  a n d  g u n  r u n n i n g  i nto  t h e  U.S.  a n d  C a n ad a . 

In Mexico,  they have had a complic ated relationship with the government ,  which has increasingly 
b e c o m e  m o re  to u g h  o n  t h e  c a r te l s .  Th e  c a r te l s  p o u r  m i l l i o n s  i nto  l o c a l  a n d  fe d e ra l  c a m pa i g n s 
t h at  t h ey  fe e l  c a n  b e n ef i t  t h e i r  o rg a n i zat i o n ,  b u t  t h ey  a re  st i l l  s e e n  as  a n  e n e my  of  t h e  state. 
I n  t h i s  e p i s o d e,  we  w i l l  i nve st i g ate  w h at  i t ’s  l i ke  to  b e  a  m e m b e r  of  t h e  S i n a l oa  C a r te l ,  J a l i s c o 
N ew  G e n e rat i o n  C a r te l ,  t h e  G u l f  C a r te l ,  a n d  f i n a l l y,  Lo s  Zetas . 

EPISODE 2  | Yakuza: Future of Organized Crime

At  t h e  h e i g ht  of  Ya ku za’s  g l o b a l  p rowe s s ,  i n  t h e  e a r l y  1 9 6 0 s ,  t h e i r  m e m b e rs h i p  was  e st i m ate d 
at  1 8 4 ,1 0 0.  To d ay,  t h e i r  n u m b e rs  a  re  c l o s e r  to  4 0,0 0 0,  b u t  t h ey  a re  fa r  f ro m  g o n e,  j u st  m o re 
d i s c re et  i n  t h e i r  o p e rat i o n s . . .

K n ow n  fo r  t h e i r  s l i c k  b ac ke d  h a i r,  s m a r t  b l ac k  s u i t s  a n d  i nt r i c ate,  sy m b o l i c  t atto o s ,  t h e 
Ya ku za  h ave  b e e n  at  wa r  w i t h  t h e  N at i o n a l  Po l i c e  Ag e n c y  i n  J a p a n  s i n c e  2 0 09,  w h e n  p o l i c e 
c h i ef,  Ta ka h a r u  A n d o,  p u b l i c l y  vowe d  to  d e st roy  t h e  Ya ku za’s  l e a d i n g  fac t i o n ,  t h e  Ko d o - Ka i . 
Fo r  d e c ad e s  t h e  Ya ku za  h ave  e n j oye d  b e i n g  i nvo l ve d  i n  p o l i t i c s  a n d  o p e rat i n g  as  a ny  ot h e r 
b u s i n e s s  i n  J a p a n .  T h ey  h ave  b u s i n e s s  c a rd s ,  off i c e  b u i l d i n g s ,  a n d  a re  eve n  l i ste d  as  off i c i a l 
b u s i n e s s e s  o n  t h e  N at i o n a l  Po l i c e  Ag e n c y ’s  we b s i te. 

S i n c e  2 0 09,  t h e  g a n g  h as  ad a pte d  to  l e s s  v i o l e nt  a n d  l e s s  d a n g e ro u s  c r i m e s  i n  a  c o n s c i o u s 
effo r t  to  avo i d  n e g at i ve  p e rc e pt i o n  i n  t h e  m e d i a .  W h i l e  t h ey  a re  st i l l  s u s p e c te d  of  s e l l i n g  d r u g s 
a n d  ot h e r  i l l e g a l  ac t i v i t i e s ,  t h ey  h ave  p i vote d  i nto  c y b e r- c r i m e  a n d  ot h e r  l e s s  p rovo c at i ve 
c r i m e s .  I n  2 01 8 ,  t h e  U S  Tre as u r y  i m p o s e d  s a n c t i o n s  o n  s eve ra l  Ya ku za - ow n e d  c o m p a n i e s 
a n d  c o m pa n i e s  s u s p e c te d  of Ya ku za  i nvo l ve m e nt . 



EPISODE 3 | The Bloods and Crips: Evolution of U.S. Most Dangerous Gangs 

I n  2 01 5 ,  a  m u l t i - p l at i n u m  re c o rd i n g  a r t i st  a n d  w i d e l y  k n ow n  m e m b e r  of  N ew  Yo r k’s  N i n e  Trey 
B l o o d s  n a m e d  Te kas h i  69  p l e ad  g u i l t y  to  a  fe l o ny  fo r  i nvo l v i n g  a  c h i l d  i n  a  s ex  ac t .  I n  2 01 8 , 
Te kas h i  wa s  a r re ste d  ag a i n  o n  rac kete e r i n g  a n d  we a p o n s  c h a rg e s  b efo re  b e i n g  re l e as e d  e a r l y 
i n  2 02 0  d u e  to  C OV I D  1 9.  Th e  c as e  re c e i ve d  n ota b l e  m e d i a  atte nt i o n  d u e  to  t h e  p o p u l a r i t y  of 
t h e  a r t i st  a n d  t h e  fac t  t h at  h e  b et raye d  m u l t i p l e  m e m b e rs  of  h i s  fo r m e r  g a n g  -  a  s i g n i f i c a nt 
offe n s e  w i t h i n  t h e  B l o o d s . 

B ot h  g a n g s  h ave  a n  exte n s i ve  l o re  of  h a n d  s i g n a l s ,  g a n g  s i g n s ,  vo c a b u l a r y,  a n d  i n i t i at i o n 
r i t u a l s  t h at  a l l  m e m b e rs  a re  ex p e c te d  to  e m b o d y  fo r  l i fe,  eve n  t h e  o n e s  t h at  m a ke  i t  o u t . . .   I n 
t h i s  e p i s o d e  of  M af i a  D. N . A . ,  we  w i l l  ex p l o re  t h e  t rad i t i o n s ,  r i t u a l s ,  a n d  sy m b o l s  i nt r i n s i c  to  t h e 
t wo  m o st  n oto r i o u s  U.S.  g a n g s  a n d  exa m i n e  h ow  t h ey  h ave  evo l ve d  s i n c e  t h e i r  fo r m at i o n s  i n 
t h e  70 s .

EPISODE 4 | THE CHINESE TRIAD SOCIETY: THE INVISIBLE EMPIRE 

Th e  Tr i ad s  st a r te d  o u t  as  a  p a r t i s a n  o rg a n i zat i o n  a i m e d  at  ove r t h row i n g  t h e  Q i n g  D y n ast y. 
Ove r  t i m e,  t h e  Tr i ad  b e c a m e  a  c r i m i n a l  o rg a n i zat i o n .  T h e  Tr i ad s  b l o s s o m e d  i n  t h e  U.S.  b e c a u s e 
t h e  C h i n e s e  c o m m u n i t y  was  e s s e nt i a l l y  l eft  to  g ove r n  t h e m s e l ve s  i n  t h e  1 9 t h  C e nt u r y,  a n d 
t h e  Tr i ad s  h a p p i l y  ste p p e d  i nto  t h i s  vac u u m . 

Th e  Tr i ad s  a re  i n c re as i n g l y  i nvo l ve d  i n  t h e  s m u g g l i n g  of  i l l e g a l  a l i e n s .  U.S.  off i c i a l s  e st i m ate 
t h at  u p  to  1 0 0,0 0 0  C h i n e s e  a re  i l l e g a l l y  s m u g g l e d  i nto  t h e  c o u nt r y  e ac h  ye a r,  m a ny  of  t h e m 
fo rc e d  to  l i ve  i n  i nvo l u nt a r y  s e r v i t u d e  fo r  ye a  rs  w h i l e  t h ey  wo r k  off  t h e i r  d e bt  to  t h e  g a n g ste rs . 
I n  S a n  Fra n c i s c o’s  C h i n atow n ,  m o st  of  t h e  b u i l d i n g s  a re  ow n e d  by  To n g s  a n d  A s s o c i at i o n s ,  a 
c o m pa ny  w i t h  d e e p  t i e s  to  t h e  Tr i ad s .



EPISODE 5 | The Vory: Fearless Russian Mafia

Th e  R u s s i a n  M af i a ,  k n ow n  to  m o st  E n g l i s h  s p e a ke rs  as  t h e  Vo r y,  o r i g i n ate d  i n  t h e  fo rc e d  l a b o r 
c a m p s  k n ow n  as  G u l ag s ,  u n d e r  Sta l i n .  Th e  Vo r y  i s  a  h i g h l y  d e c e nt ra l i ze d  a  c r i m e  sy n d i c ate 
o p e rat i n g  i n  c i t i e s  f ro m  East  As i a  to  t h e  U n i te d  State s . 

Th e  Vo r y  f re q u e nt l y  e m p l oy  m i l i ta r y  ta c t i c s  to  m e et  t h e i r  c r i m i n a l  e n d s .  Th e i r  m o st  c o m m o n 
ac t i v i t i e s  a re  te r ro r i s m ,  o rg a n  t raff i c k i n g ,  a n d  c o nt rac t  k i l l i n g .  P r i s o n  tatto o s ,  u s u a l l y  p e r fo r m e d 
w i t h  r u d i m e nta r y  to o l s ,  i n d i c ate  t h e i r  ra n k  w i t h i n  t h e  c r i m i n a l  wo r l d ,  t h e i r  n otewo r t hy  c r i m i n a l 
ac c o m p l i s h m e nts  a n d  p l ac e s  of  fo r m e r  i n c a rc e rat i o n .  F B I  state d  t h at  ove r  2 0 0  of  R u s s i a’s 
6,0 0 0 - o d d  c r i m e  g a n g s  o p e rate  w i t h  A m e r i c a n  c o u nte r pa r ts  i n  1 7  U.S.  c i t i e s  ac ro s s  14  state s .

Vo r y  c u l t u re  s p ra n g  f ro m  o rg a n i ze d  c r i m e  w i t h i n  t h e  p r i s o n s  a n d  t h o s e  o r i g i n s  re m a i n  ve r y 
m u c h  e m b e d d e d  w i t h i n  t h e  Vo r y  D. N . A . ;  o n l y  re p e ate d l y  j a i l e d  c o nv i c t s  a re  e l i g i b l e  fo r  Vo r 
(o r,  t h i ef )  stat u s .  To  b e  a  Vo r  i s  to  b e  a  t h i ef,  a  re s p e c te d  t i t l e  i n  t h e  u n d e rg ro u n d .  Th e  Vo r y 
swe a r  to  a  c o d e  of  c o m p l ete  s u b m i s s i o n  to  t h e  l aws  of  c r i m i n a l  l i fe,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  re j e c t i o n  of 
a l l  l e g i t i m ate  fo r m s  of  e m p l oy m e nt ,  ref u s a l  to  pa r t i c i pate  i n  a l l  p o l i t i c a l  ac t i v i t i e s ,  a n d  ref u s a l 
to  as s i st  t h e  state  i n  a ny  c a pac i t y.

EPISODE 6 | The ‘NDrangheta: Italy’s Most Powerful Crime Syndicate 

Th ey  m i g ht  n ot  b e  as  fa m o u s  as  t h e  M af i o s o  of  S i c i l y  a n d  i t s  offs h o ot s  i n  N ew  Yo r k  C i t y,  o r  t h e 
C a m o r ra  of  O l d  N a p o l i ,  b u t  t h e  ‘ N d ra n g h et a ,  w h i c h  o r i g i n ate d  i n  C a l a b r i a ,  i s  t h e  m o st  p owe r f u l 
I ta l i a n  c r i m e  sy n d i c ate  i n  t h e  wo r l d  to d ay.  U n l i ke  t h e  m o re  c l o s e d  c i rc l e s  of  t h e  M af i a  a n d 
C a m o r ra ,  t h e  ‘ N d ra n g h et a  h ave  a  g l o b a l  fo ot p r i nt ,  w i t h  b ra n c h e s  eve r y w h e re  f ro m  Au st ra l i a  & 
A rg e nt i n a ,  to  C a n ad a  &  T h e  U.S. ,  to  t h e  U K  &  G e r m a ny.  Ac c o rd i n g  to  Eu ro p o l  t h e  ‘ N d ra n g h et a 
i s  a m o n g  t h e  r i c h e st  a n d  m o st  p owe r f u l  o rg a n i ze d  c r i m e  g ro u p s  at  a  g l o b a l  l eve l . 

Th ey  ac c o u nt  fo r  a  c o n s i d e ra b l e  a m o u nt  of  t h e  c o c a i n e  a n d  we a p o n s  t raff i c k i n g  i n  we ste r n 
Eu ro p e,  a n d  h ave  a n  i n c re as i n g  p re s e n c e  i n  t h e  c o c a i n e  b l ac k  m a r ket s  of  t h e  U.S.  a n d  C a n ad a . 
M o st  re c e nt l y,  t h e  ‘ N d ra n g h et a  was  ex p o s e d  fo r  t a k i n g  ad va nt ag e  of  I t a l y ’s  p u b l i c  h e a l t h 
syste m  i n  t h e  wa ke  of  C OV I D -1 9. 

J u st  l i ke  t h e  ot h e r  I t a l i a n  M af i a  fa m i l i e s ,  t h e re  i s  o n l y  o n e  way  to  l e ave  t h e  ‘ N d ra n g h et a ,  by 
d y i n g . .
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